IN P8ILADELP8IA.
Ill
ness, — is unquestionably less of the plagiarist than the disingenuous and contemptible quack who wriggles himself, as above explained, into a reputation for originality, a reputation quite out of place in a case of this kind — the public, of course, never caring a straw whether he be original or not." 1
In this passage Poe wrote from experience; for in the parts of the "Conchologist's First Book" which lie claims as his own both methods are pursued. The first is illustrated by the "Introduction," (pp. 8-8), which is a close paraphrase from Brown's3 volume, the thoughts being identical in both, their sequence similar, and the authorities quoted tho same. The second is illustrated by tho plates, which are copied from Brown, and by tho " Explanation of tho Parts of Shells " (pp. 9-20), which is verbatim from the same source, and tho " classification," which is reprinted from " "Wyatt's Conchol-°gy>" 3 a large and expensive volume published the preceding year, to which Poe acknowledges his obligations in his preface. In tho body of the work,
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